read the Quran as they read the Gita and the Granth
Saheb. To the Muslims he would say that they should
read the Gita and the Granth Saheb with the same rever-
ence with which they read the Quran. They should
understand the meaning of what they read and have
equal regard for all religions. This was his life-long
practice and ideal. He claimed to be a sanatani Hindu>
though he was not an idolater in the accepted sense.
But he could not despise those who worshipped idols.
The idol worshipper saw God in the stone image. God
was Omnipresent. If it was wrong to seek God in a
stone how was it right to seek Him in a book called the
Gita, the Granth Saheb or the Quran'? Was not that also
idol worship? By cultivating tolerance and respect they
would be able to learn from all. Then they would forget
the communal differences and live together in peace and
amity. The disgraceful incidents where men and women
were thrown out of moving trains., would then cease to
occur. People would freely and fearlessly move about
in the Union. He would never be at peace with himself
till Pakistan was just as safe for the Hindus and Sikhs
and the Pakistan sufferers could return to their homes
with honour and dignity, and the Muslims to theirs in
the Union.
BREAKING OF THE FAST
In his written message Gandhiji said :
"I embarked on the fast in the name of Truth
whose familiar name is God. Without living Truth God
is nowhere. In the name of God we have indulged in
lies, massacres of people, without caring whether they
were innocent or guilty, men or women, children or
infants. We have indulged in abductions, forcible con-
versions and we have done all this shamelessly. I am
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